
January 2017 

Dear Friends 

The best laid plans…We intended to arrive in Alaska at the beginning of December, get our 

Christmas stationary the next week and write a great Christmas letter that everyone would 

get before Christmas.  Due to weather and a break in at the post office our boxes did not 

arrive until after Christmas, and our stationery apparently did not make it in the box at all!  

Here is our New Year letter. 

We arrived in Mountain Village on Saturday Dec. 3rd.  It has been a busy and exciting 

month.  We started right off with a ladies crocheting workshop that Marc’s sister Mary 

arranged and led.  It was well received and appreciated by the ladies in the village.  We 

had fun getting together and crocheting and fellowshipping.  Mary has returned to North 

Carolina having made many new friends in Alaska. 

There were lots of Christmas activities at Mountain Village Covenant Church.  There was a 

caroling party where we caroled at the homes of community elders.  Packaging and 

delivering the Christmas shoeboxes and clothes for needy families.  These were provided by 

two churches, one in Alaska and one in Idaho.  The children prepared for the Christmas 

program that was presented Christmas day.  There was a Christmas eve service and well as 

a New Year’s Eve service prior to the village fireworks. 

Going forward into 2017 here are prayer and financial needs. 

Pray for us as we provide pastoral counseling to families in need.  With limited community 

resources the need is great and often people turn to the church for assistance. 

Pray for the upcoming Lower Yukon Covenant Women being held here in Mountain Village 

at the end of February. 

Pray for the church as they formulate a plan for Children, Youth and Young adult ministries.  

We want to express our gratitude to everyone who helped us with the startup moving costs. 

We also thank those who are helping with the ongoing costs of ministering in bush Alaska. 

We are in one of few village churches financially able to partially support a pastor. We 

need to raise 21% of our yearly financial needs ($11,760 a year).  Going forward the majority 

of what we raise will go towards health insurance and any necessary travel needs.  Thank 

you to those who are giving on a regular monthly basis.  At this point we need $375.00 a 

month more to meet our needs.  Monthly or one time gifts would be greatly appreciated.  

Gifts should be sent to Alaska Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church. P.O. Box 

200446 Anchorage AK. 99520. Checks need to be made out to Alaska Conference with 

Mountain Village designated on the memo line.  An ACH can be set up by going to 

www.alaskacovenant.org.  

Blessings!  

Marc & Elise Murchison 


