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It’s Back! … Standish Park Ministry 

 After last year’s scaled-back and abbreviated attempt to reach out to 
our neighbors in the park right across the street from our Unity Center 
due to COVID, we were all holding our collective breath as our 
GraceWorks partners began the summer outreach. They have a few 
less partners and resources than in years past, but we wondered, would 
the kids and families be out this summer. Happily, after the first few 
days, it was obvious that the answer would be a resounding, “Yes!” 
Looking at the wonderful turnout and joyful voices reminded me of 
something Jesus said, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! 
They are ripe for harvest.” - John 4:35 (NIV). 
 

Dennis and Kay Melton, and their new co-coordinator Meaghan, returned with groups from churches 
in the lower 48 to provide a VBS-lite atmosphere, with snacks, games, Bible lessons, and other 
activities each afternoon from 1:30-4:30pm. Many of the kids returned, a couple years older, and we 
have made lots of new friends. The Thursday Park Parties have 
been very well attended, and our C3 cooks and servers are on 
the job, along with Pastor Ben and others to make connections, 
pray, and join in the fun. Thank God for our partners, servants 
and neighbors! Showing the love of Jesus bears its rewards and 
is making a difference in our neighborhood. 
 

 

Finishing What Others Started — And Then Some 

 

This update comes hot on the heels of the first—of two Praying 

Pelican Ministries’ (PPM) partner church visits to C3 this 

summer. We were so blessed to welcome The Emerge youth 

group from Gulf Breeze UMC in Florida’s panhandle. Leaders 

Clint and Nikki brought a team of 26, plus 4 PPM coordinators, 

to reach out to our community and do projects at the Unity 
Center and for our neighbors. These servant-hearted partners 

normally go to Belize, but COVID redirected them to Alaska this 

year — and we can only say, “Thank you, Jesus” for their 

willingness to adapt and to come to a different experience. 

What did this group get done? More than words can truly say! 

  (continued on Page 3) 

The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood ... (John 1:14 (MSG)) 

Love Christ 
Love our Church 

Love our Community 
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• Standish Park Ministry 
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Please accept our apologies for missing our last Quarterly Update.  

However, as you will see from the following, much has been happening and God is moving in our neighborhood and church family!  

Sunday meet & greet with our new PPM friends 

http://www.c3anchorage.org/
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Warming Hearts at Muldoon Elementary 

Unfortunately, COVID has prevented C3 from worshiping at Muldoon Elementary (MES) and has 
shut down many events we used to host or help the school and its partners this past year. C3 has 
continued to e part of the local leadership team and connect with their staff all  
the same. But now there are even more good signs for moving forward! 

Mrs. Arturo, a great advocate for C3 at MES invited Pastor Ben to come to her 
2nd grade summer school class to teach songs in keeping their “campfire” 
theme. The response has been such a blessing, warming hearts just as a camp-
fire might do. Mrs. Arturo also encouraged the kids and their families to go to the 
park after school and for the Thursday evening park parties. Praise God, a few 
have done exactly that! Thanks, Mrs. Arturo! 

Aside from the words of thanks from the teachers and kids, the 
best indication of the appreciation and impact is on the faces of 
the smiling children!  

Safe Harbor Immunity Booster Project 

Another outreach of C3 has been the nearby Safe Harbor transitional housing complex, where 

homeless families are given 90-180 days of lodging and support to help them get their feet back on 

the ground. Over the years, C3 and its partners have provided food, hosted events, shuttled kids to 

after school activities, and outfitted their kitchen. During COVID, C3 saw a need for ensuring healthy 

diet and immune system support and designed a project to reach out and help. 

Using a grant from our denomination, C3 provided key information 

on healthy lifestyles and supplied free vitamins (kids and adults), 

and crock pots so residents could cook more healthy foods (other 

than in the facility-supplied microwaves). The Facility Coordinator 

and Case Managers at Safe Harbor have been huge advocates for 

this project and continue to support C3’s efforts to make a differ-

ence in people’s lives. 

Here is some recent feedback on the impact of our project: 

• ”My family enjoyed getting a crockpot. When I arrived to Safe Harbor, I had nothing. This was 

such a blessing to my family. My case manager helped me and gave me recipes to cook.” —S.B. 

• “I like that I can give my kids vitamins. I feel better taking them.” —B.K. 

• “I was happy that my case manager told me about the vitamins. I didn’t give my kids vitamins   

often. I like that they are easy to get now.” —M.W. 

• “I was with my neighbor, our kids were playing. I saw her son taking his vitamins. She told me 

they have them for everyone; ask the case manager. My girls like taking them.” —A.M. 

                            (continued on page 3) 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”     
                                (Mt. 19:14 NIV) 

“Which of these three, do you 
think, proved to be a neighbor 
to the man who fell among the 
robbers?” He said “The one 
who showed him mercy.” And 
Jesus said to him, “You go, and 
do likewise.” (Luke 10:36-37 NIV) 
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Finishing What Others Started (cont’d) 

At C3’s Unity Center: 

• completed the installation of our event deck’s bench/rail system 

• completed a concrete path to our storage sheds 

• completed insulation of the crawl space 

• upgraded entries to our mechanical room and side entry 

• placed sod in the holes left by our tree removal and other 

yardwork 

In the neighborhood: 

• daily park connections (games, snacks, Bible skits, and a park party)    

  at nearby Chanstnu Park 

• mowed grass and cleaned up yards for our neighbors 

• helped with daily meal distribution at Chugach View public 
  housing 

It was truly an amazing week! In addition to their labor, PPM provided us with a new banner and 

frisbees. Their contributions and efforts will continue to bear fruit as we use the Unity Center for out-

reach and events and lean  into connections with families who may be looking for a church with 
which to connect. Please pray for good follow-ups and open doors. 

And as for my friends at Praying Pelicans and Gulf Breeze UMC—”I thank my God in all my remem-
brance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” (Phil 1:3-5 NIV) 

 

Safe Harbor Impact (cont’d) 

• “The crockpot helped me fix meals for my kids. I work a lot and this made it more 

convenient. It was nice that it was brand new.” —L.J.  

And finally, a note from Shaundy (Case Manager): “Thank you, Pastor. What you and your Church  

is doing is very generous. It helps, immensely, to provide health and life skills education. When a 

person feels healthy and strong it empowers them to overcome their challenges. I appreciate you 

and your team for being the hands and feet of God for our clients. I pray God bless you and your 

team.  

PPM park ministry at Chanstnu Park 

Unity Center and neighbor’s yard work 
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C3 is Chugach Covenant Church, 435 Standish St, Anchorage AK 99504 

www.c3anchorage.org 

How Can You Help? 

C3 is a small church, with a  big heart, and an even bigger mission! We cannot do this great work 
among our Muldoon neighbors on our own. Is God calling you to continue to partner with C3 as we 
reach our neighbors wit the love and truth of Jesus Christ? If so, will you: 

• Pray for us weekly? 

 Pray for our ministry leaders and helpers, for protection from the enemy, and for open doors 
to do even more among our diverse neighborhood and for those in need. 

• Help to support the mission financially? 

 Check us out online at wwwc3anchorage.org. Many give one-time or regularly to missions 
overseas, but we have the world right at our doorstep. 

• Work alongside us for a week, a month, a summer or longer?  

 We especially need workers for our kids and youth, especially on Sundays and throughout 
spring break and the summer.  

We are completely open to however God uses us and others to fulfill His Great Commission. If God 
has laid our Alaska friends and neighbors on your heart, surely there is a way for you to partner with 
us going forward. Please contact Pastor Ben to explore options for answering His calling. 

And … It’s Not Over Yet! 
We’re off to a great start this summer, and there is much more to come: 

• GraceWorks will continue their outreach in Standish Park through July. 

• Our next Praying Pelicans Team, a returning group from 1st Baptist Josephine (TX), arrives 
June 26th. We have much work to be done at the Unity Center, In our neighborhood and for park 
outreach. 

• Our good friend, Mike Rice, Mission Alaska, will bring a “scout team” from July 15-20 to form 
plans for a future trip to serve in our neighborhood and across Anchorage. 

• Our fellow laborer, Pastor Amos from Chicago is bringing his family and another in the first week 
of August to reach-out to the local Bhutanese/Nepali community. Pastor Amos wants C3 to part-
ner with him to ensure believers have a community in which to worship, and possibly explore the 
potential to plant a native language church among these refugees at some point in the future. 

http://www.c3anchorage.org

